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These books are chosen to correlate with the Lifeskills presented in Tools for Citizenship and Life by Sue Pearson. 
 
 

Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
        
Trustworthiness Cookies 

 
Being 
trustworthy 

 

Bargain for 
Frances 

 

Too many 
tamales 

 

Inger’s promise 
 

 

Twenty and ten 

 

On my honor 

 

Truthfulness Benji promises 
the tell the truth 

 

Ruthie and the 
(not so) teeny 
tiny lie 

Liar, liar, pants 
on fire 

Tell the truth, 
B. B. Wolf 

The honest-to-
goodness truth 

 

Juan Verdades: 
The man who 
couldn’t tell a 
lie 

 

True lies 

 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Active listening Listen, listen Listen, Buddy 

 

Howard B. 
Wigglebottom 
learns to listen 

 
 

Listen, rabbit 
 

What Charlie 
heard 

 

Listen to the 
wind 

 

The other way 
to listen 

 

No Put-Downs Charlie the 
caterpillar 

Ella the elegant 
elephant 

 

Big bad Bruce 

 
 

Rag coat 

 

Just kidding 

 

Alley oops! Hundred 
dresses 

 
 

Personal Best This little light 
of mine 

 

Have you filled 
a bucket today? 

 
 
 

Samuel Eaton’s 
day 
 

Nim and the 
war effort 

 

Peppe the 
lamplighter 
 

The three 
questions 
 

 

Wilma 
unlimited 
 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Caring Mother for 

Choco 

 

Now one foot, 
now the other 

 

Boxes for Katje 

 

Thy friend, 
Obadiah 

 

Zen ties 

 

Uncle Willie 
and the soup 
kitchen 

 

Planting the 
trees of Kenya 

 
 

Common Sense Henny Penny 
 

Frog and Toad 
together 

 

Amelia Bedelia 

 

It could always 
be worse 

 

Epossumondas 

 

Noodlehead 
stories 

 

Stories to solve 
 

Cooperation Swimmy 
 

 
 

Grandma 
Lena's big ol' 
turnip 

 

Anansi the 
spider 

 

A chair for my 
mother 

 
 

New coat for 
Anna 

 

Stone soup 

 

Ryan and 
Jimmy 

 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Courage Little Quack 

 

Bravery soup 
 

Say something 

 

A teaspoon of 
courage for 
kids 

 

Sojourner 
Truth’s step- 
stomp stride 

 

Man who 
walked between 
the towers 

 

Pink and Say 

 

Creativity Lola loves 
stories 

 

Bored—
nothing to do 
 

 

Ladybug girl 
and bumblebee 
boy 

 

Library mouse 
 

Balloons over 
Broadway 
 

Secret world of 
Walter 
Anderson 

 

Marguerite 
makes a book 

 

Curiosity Small green 
snake 

 

Tweak, tweak 
 

Kitten’s first 
full moon 

 

Dark at the top 
of the stairs 
 

Meteor! 

 

The elephant’s 
child 

 

For the birds 

 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Effort Through 

Georgia’s eyes 

 

What you do is 
easy, what I do 
is hard 

 

Nothing sticks 
like a shadow 

 
 

My great-aunt 
Arizona 

 

Boy who 
invented TV 

 

Radio rescue Grand mosque 
of Paris 

 
 

Flexibility Not a box 
 

Imogene’s 
antlers 

 

Duck! Rabbit! 
 

Gates of the 
wind 

 
 

Art and Max 

 

If you’re so 
smart . . . 

 
 

Uncommon 
traveler 

 

Friendship Little Quack’s 
new friend 

 

Andy and the 
lion 

 

Best friends 
(Miriam 
Cohen) 

 

Big Al 

 

Hickory 
 

The other side 

 

Tarra and Bella 
 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Initiative 
 
 

Yoko’s paper 
cranes 

 

The Have a 
Good Day Café 

 

Miss Dorothy 
and her 
bookmobile 

 

Strange 
creatures 

 

Boom town 

 

Elizabeth leads 
the way 

 

I could do that 

 

Integrity Sam tells 
stories 
 

A hen for Izzy 
Pippik 
 

 
 

The trial of 
Cardigan Jones 

 

The steel pan 
man of Harlem 

 
 

The summer 
my father was 
ten 

 

A day’s work 

 

Rosa 

 

Organization One smart 
cookie 
 

The bag I’m 
taking to 
Grandma’s 
 

Click, clack, 
moo 

 
 

Paperboy 

 
 
 

Berenstain 
bears and the 
messy room 
 

 

Cats in 
Krasinsky 
Square 

 

Irena Sendler 

 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Patience Leo the late 

bloomer 

 

Wait till the 
moon is full 

 
 

The pea 
blossom 

 

Feivel’s flying 
horses 

 

Silver packages 

 

Salt in his shoes 

 

Albert 

 

Perseverance Duck on a bike 

 
 

Franklin rides a 
bike 

 
 

D. W. Flips 

 
 

Brave Irene 

 

Uncle Jed’s 
barbershop 

 

Leonardo’s 
horse 

 

They never 
gave up 

Pride When I feel 
good about 
myself 

 

Jack’s talent 

 

Me I am 

 

The best bug to 
be 

 

Proud as a 
peacock, brave 
as a lion 

Grandmama’s 
pride 

Junkyard 
wonders 

 
 
 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Problem Solving Lucy Anna and 

the finders 

 

Inch by inch 

 

Five Chinese 
brothers 

 

Bootsie Barker 
bites 

 

The Pepins and 
their problems 
 

 

Snow treasure 
 
 

 
 

The book of 
think 

 

Resourcefulness Whose mouse 
are you? 

 

Paper bag 
princess 
 

Jam and jelly 
by Holly and 
Nellie 

 

Painted dreams 

 

Roxie and the 
hooligans 

 

Baseball saved 
us 

 

Boys of steel 
 

Responsibility Sam who never 
forgets 
 

It’s not my fault 

 

Berenstain 
bears and the 
blame game 
 

 

The 
signmaker’s 
assistant 

 

Do I have to? 
 
 

 

Keep the lights 
burning, Abbie 
 

Three monks, 
no water 
 



Skills PreK Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth 
Sense of Humor A very special 

house 

  
 

Silly Fred 

 

No laughing, no 
smiling, no 
giggling 

 

Pulling my leg 
 

True story of 
the 3 little pigs 

 

Weird stories 
from the 
Lonesome Café 

 

Lincoln tells a 
joke 

 
        

 


